Key points from the Finance Working Group (FWG) meeting held in Brussels on the 10th of March 2005.

The EUWI Finance Working Group met in Brussels on the 10th of March 2005, to discuss the outputs from the Phase II Work Programme, the future strategic direction for the finance component in general, and the role of the FWG in particular. 

Key points from the meeting are as follows:

· The FWG members were encouraged to start using the EUWI Community Information System (CIS) as a medium for all discussions. The CIS will act as a repository for all documents received from or generated by the FWG. The FWG members will be notified by an email prompt when any relevant documents are posted onto this site. 

· There was enthusiasm for carrying on with the work of the FWG and a consensus on the need to focus its efforts at a country level. The FWG will need to identify ways in which it can collaborate with other working groups towards this aim;

· Following the presentation on financing mechanism website content and structure, the FWG identified the following issues for further discussion:

· Dissemination of the outputs and to gauge the usefulness at the country level; 

· Content maintenance (editing and updating); and

· Potential for collaboration.

A potential way to disseminate the website information and to gauge the level of interest is through the country dialogue process. In addition, the FWG identified the IRC and the WWC as potential collaborative partners for financing mechanism website. It is hoped that these issues will be discussed via the FWG website (as mentioned above);

· The FWG meeting identified two work streams to pursue over the coming months. These are outlined in the ToRs for the EUWI FWG Phase III Work Programme; and

· In addition, the FWG acknowledged the need to expand the work programme to other regions, especially covering the EECCA component, after the initial pilots focusing on Africa; 
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