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Introduction

With the letter of Mr. Vasyl Stashuk, Chairman of the State Committee of Ukraine for Water Management to the European Commission, Ukraine has submitted in 2007 an official request for a National Policy Dialogue related to integrated water resources management (IWRM). 
The United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) is the key strategic partner of the State Committee of Ukraine for Water Management, the Ministry of Environmental Protection of Ukraine and the Ministry of Health of Ukraine on this policy dialogue. The European Commission and the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) assist Ukraine in this policy dialogue process. At a later stage, the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) will also join the dialogue process.
The preparatory process for the national policy dialogue (November 2007 – April 2008) resulted in a “Common Understanding” on the National Policy Dialogue on water-related issues in Ukraine”, adopted at the first meeting of the Steering Committee on 25 April 2008. The “Common Understanding” also gives details on the composition of the Steering Group, headed by Mr. Vasyl Stashuk, Chairman of the State Committee of Ukraine for Water Management as well as the small core group, usually chaired by the UNECE secretariat.
In the preparatory process for the policy dialogue, high-level representatives of Ukraine suggested that this process should become a platform for discussion and decision-making on challenges to adapt water management to climate change, and to achieve safe drinking water supply and adequate sanitation under changing climates. This proposal was also adopted at the 1st Steering Group meeting. 

Moreover, the Steering Group agreed that it would coordinate to the extend possible other water-related projects and programmes and harmonize the relevant activities with the activities under the National Policy Dialogue: This includes activities under the current EC/Tacis project on Good Water Governance in Western EECCA as well as the UNECE/OSCE supported projects on transboundary cooperation in the Dniester basin.
According to the “Common Understanding”, the specific objectives are: (a) to contribute to the strengthening of the legal, institutional and managerial frameworks so that water management authorities, river basin organizations and other water-related entities can increasingly cope with the new responsibilities related to the adaptation to climate change in water management; and (b) to develop reform and adaptation measures.
At the first meeting of the Steering Group on 25 April 2008, draft proposals for a work plan have been considered. Based on the outcome of this meeting, the UNECE secretariat together with a small core group of Ukrainian water experts continued consultations with major stakeholders in order to further elaborate the present Roadmap. 

The present document is the outcome of these consultations. It was submitted to the first Steering Group meeting on 24 April 2008, updated thereafter and approved at the second Steering Group meeting on 8 October 2008.
I.   ISSUES IN UKRAINE THAT MAY CALL FOR DRAWING UP POLICY PACKAGES UNDER THE NATIONAL POLICY DIALOGUE ON INTEGRATED WATER RESOURCES MANAGEMENT
A.
Water management 
Hydrology and water resources

Rivers are the most important water sources in Ukraine. There are more than 63,000 rivers within the territory of Ukraine, including 9 big rivers, 81 medium-sized and about 63,000 small rivers. 

The main source of surface freshwater is the Dnieper, the Dniester, the Northern Donets, the Southern and Western Bug, the Danube and its tributaries as well as the small rivers of the northern coasts of the Black Sea and the Sea of Azov. The potential “river water resources” in Ukraine amounts to some 210 km3 per year, from which only 25% are formed on Ukrainian territory; the remaining amount stems from transboundary inflow from Belarus, Romania and the Russian Federation.
Water resources are spread very unevenly over the country. While the western region has sufficient water resources, Northern Crimea and the Donbas regions are virtually without sufficient resources; thus over 1,200 settlements in Northern and Eastern Ukraine are supplied through inter-basin water transfer.

Water supply issues and water construction works

Domestic and industrial water supply requires water flow regulation and storage and redistribution of available water resources over one or more years. For this purpose, 1,160 reservoirs were constructed in Ukraine (total volume over 55 billion m3) as well as 28,000 storage ponds, seven large channels with a total length of 1021 km, and 10 large diameter water pipelines were built to help supplying water to water deficit regions in Ukraine.

Supply with drinking water supply remains a priority issue for water distribution; safeguarding this supply may lead to supply deficits in agriculture (including irrigated agriculture), industry and power generation. 

Huge water construction works (such as the many cascades of reservoirs) in Ukraine has changed the flow regime and annual patterns of water resources use and water quality. There is now an urgent need for improving water resources management, including management by basins and the use of good practice on integrated management.

State Committee for Water Management and its subsidiary bodies 

According to the current legislation, the task of providing sufficiently amounts of water to the various sectors falls under the responsibility of the State Committee for Water Management. To this end, eight river basin administrations (Dnieper, Dniester, Northern Donets, Southern Bug, Western Bug, Lower Danube, Desna and Crimea basins), one water management committee for the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, 24 territorial (oblast) water management administrations, five superior-channel administrations, and district water management administrations have been established under the State Committee for Water Management and were entrusted with integrated water resources management.

In order to counteract worsening water resources situations, especially in such “water deficit regions” as the Crimea, Donbas, Southern Ukraine, and the Kharkov region, these water management organizations provide for the development and adherence to optimal procedures for the management of the main reservoirs and other water systems.

Water statistics and monitoring surface water

State statistical reporting according to the so-called “2-TP form: water resources” is the main source of reliable information on the use of water resources. The reported data form the basis for management decisions and the calculation of fees for special uses of water resources to be paid to State and local budgets.

The State Water Cadastre is a systematic compilation of annual data on the conditions for water resources use with a breakdown for the main Ukrainian river basins. The data are used by Governmental authorities and bodies (Cabinet of Ministers, Ministry of Economics and European Integration, Ministry of Finance, Ministry of Environmental Protection, State Statistics Committee, State Committee for Water Management) for the purpose of short-, medium- and long-term planning of water resources use and water protection measures, and the development of strategies for sustainable social and economic territorial development.

One of the basic activities of the State Water Resources Committee is linked to State monitoring of the environment. Currently, the State Water Resources Committee is responsible for monitoring the state of surface waters and meliorated lands in order to detect changes in surface water quality and quantity, including those originating from environmental protection measures.

Conservation of waters and river basin management

Within its competences, the State Committee for Water Management coordinates and carries out measures aimed at conservation and/or restoration of water bodies and water-related ecosystems, including the establishment of water protection areas and coastal protective strips.

One of the main short-term tasks of the Committee is to establish the methodological basis for river basin management. The use of the “basin management principles” in Ukraine is mainly governed by: 
· The Water Code of Ukraine; 
· The Law of the Parliament of Ukraine #2988-111 of 17 January 2002, adopting the nationwide Ukrainian Water Resource Development Programme; and 
· Relevant provisions of the European Union Water Framework Directive.
Flood management and climate change issues

Negative effects of floods are being observed on 27% of the territory of Ukraine where almost a third of the population lives. In fact, there is virtually no area which would not be periodically subjected to their adverse impact. The Carpathian mountain and foothill areas are the most vulnerable. Citizens and the country's economy are bearing considerable losses. Half of cultivated lands in these regions are being exposed to landslides; mud flows are occurring in 70% of mountain catchment areas in the Trans-Carpathian, Ivano-Frankovsk, Lvov and Chernovtsy regions.

Over the past 20 years, significant floods were observed in 1980, 1992, 1993, 1995, 1997, 1998 and 2001 in these regions. 

The prevention and mitigation of the consequences of these disastrous events is a priority task. However, regardless of the numerous State flood protection programmes, the legal and economic frameworks for the protection of the population and territories against harmful effects of water and emergency situations have not been fully implemented. 

Inadequate flood forecasting, lack of modern flood-protection infrastructure and consistent complex of protective measures and lack of a unified information system are among the reasons that floods continue bringing damage to the agricultural, industrial and social sectors of economy. According to expert estimates, the damage can annually exceed 250 million USD. 

The so far implemented measures aimed to protect people and territories do not comply with the growing physical ageing of the flood protection infrastructure. 
The catastrophic floods in July 2008 confirmed that the worst-case scenarios, made by the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine following the 1989 flood, came true, namely that Ukraine will have to cope with even with more significant negative situations than those in 1989. 

In the aftermath of the July 2008 floods, an inventory of damaged objects is being made, losses are being estimated; and the State is providing assistance to victims. 
The Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine has recently adopted a Resolution on the allocation of 630 million UAH to the State Committee of Ukraine for Water Management for the reconstruction of the damaged flood protection infrastructure, including the construction and rehabilitation of protective dams and coastal defenses. 

The State Committee of Ukraine for Water Management is in the course of drawing up a complex flood protection schemes for potentially endangered regions and is developing a unified State information system for the prevention of floods and other hazardous events.
Apart from working on a new flood strategy, a five-step approach to climate change adaptation in the water sector in Ukraine seems to be necessary. These five steps include:
· Drafting national and sub-national adaptation plans for water resources management;
· Developing measures to optimize existing water resources management system (priority Dnieper basin); 

· Search for alternative ways for electricity production due to possible cutback of hydro-energy production in the Dnieper cascade;
· Preparation of a national programme of bank protection measures with two components: 

· Scientific basis for erosion control in coastal area of the Black and Azov Seas;
· Draft plan of adaptive measures up to 2050 including the worst scenarios of sea level rise;
· New approaches to irrigational agriculture under the conditions of global climate change and a water supply deficit, including:

· Optimization of technological schemes and schedules of irrigation;
· Modernization of irrigation equipment;
· Developing new strategies for attraction of investments to irrigation sector

B.
Water-and-health issues
Mortality and morbidity associated with water-related diseases 

During the last 5 years, 37 incidents of hepatitis A were reported in Ukraine.  A total of 1,437 people were affected, including 625 children (Annual report of Ministry of Health of Ukraine). 
In 2006, two outbreaks of infectious diseases were reported. These outbreaks were associated with the consumption of poor-quality potable water (National Annual Report on the State of Water Supply and Sewage systems in Ukraine 2006, submitted by Ministry for Housing and Communal Service). 
Examples of outbreaks include the following:

· One outbreak of viral hepatitis "A" in Yasin village, Rahovskiy district of the Trans-Carpathian region (24 persons were affected, including 15 children) (Tisza river basin (Danube); 
· One outbreak of dysentery in “Zonne” village, Rauhovka Berezovsky district, Odessa region (40 persons were affected, including 31 children) (river basin Tiligul (Black Sea Coast).
Supply of quality drinking water, especially in the rural areas, is a priority for Ukraine. 
Ukraine has a limited annual amount of 670 m3 of water for each inhabitant, which is below critical levels, established by FAO.

80% of the drinking water supply in the Ukraine comes from surface sources, i.e. rivers and lakes. The quality of this surface water is an important factor for the sanitary and epidemiological well-being of the population. 75% of these rivers and lakes are transboundary and the quality of the water in these rivers is estimated to be “polluted” or “very polluted”. Ukraine has significant groundwater resources but these are unevenly distributed throughout the country. 

A centralized water supply system is working in all 455 cities as well as in a number of villages and other human settlements, covering 70 % of the population. Water treatment facilities are provided in 432 cities, 813 villages and 497 smaller settlements.

In Ukraine, city municipal systems for the centralized water supply were constructed in the 1950s and 1960s. Due to financial and technical constraints these systems cannot supply water in compliance with the WHO Guidelines on Drinking-quality water. 
Currently, only 1 million people, out of a population of 15.7 million, in the rural areas (26 %) use centralized systems of water supply. Only 64,000 rural settlements, out of 28,400 settlements, use piped systems of drinking water supply. However, almost half of the connections do not function properly because of aging infrastructure and lack of maintenance. Such systems do not consistently supply potable water.  11.6 million people (almost 75 %) of 15.7 million in rural areas have no access to a centralized water supply and use unregulated underground water sources. 

Sewerage services are inadequate.  Centralized sanitation systems are supplied to 432 cities and towns in Ukraine (95% of total quantity) and to 497 urban and 813 rural settlements.  

About 7 million people in urban areas do not have centralized sewerage systems. 

Legal and regulatory basis
Ukraine ratified the Protocol on Water and Health in 2003 (№1066-IV, Law of Ukraine) and is committed to addressing problems of inadequate water supply and sanitation.

In accordance with the article 19 of the Law of Ukraine “About the international agreements of Ukraine” № 1906 from 29 June 2004, Ukraine is under the obligation to execute provisions of international agreements to which Ukraine is a Party even if these provisions are  not consistent with existing Ukrainian legislation. 
On 3 March 2005, Ukraine adopted the National Programme “Drinking Water of Ukraine” for 2006-2020. The first step is to improve the normative/legal and scientific/technical aspects of the drinking water supply sector to meet EU standards.  

The National standard systems for drinking water and drinking water supply are  based on the Laws of Ukraine: “On maintenance of sanitary and epidemiologic well-being of population” adopted on 1994, and “About drinking water and drinking water supply” adopted in 2002, as well as on the National Programme “Drinking Water of Ukraine” for 2006-2020” of 2005.  
GOST 2874-82 “Drinking water: Sanitary requirements and quality control” is the State standard currently in force to regulate drinking-water quality. This includes standards for physical properties, chemical and bacteriological composition of water used for drinking water supply.

In order to harmonize national water-quality standards with recommendations and guidelines of WHO, the Ministry of Health of Ukraine adopted State sanitary rules and standards “Drinking water: Hygienic requirements of quality of water for centralized economic-drinking water supply” (1997). These rules provide stricter approaches for current and new indicators of water quality. These standards include 56 parameters instead of the 28 indicators in GOST 2874-82. 
However, today there is no appropriate normative/legal, organizational/technical and economic basis for the proper implementation of these standards and rules.

According to the main tasks of the National Programme “Drinking Water of Ukraine” for 2006-2020” and in order to harmonize national standards with EU standards, a new State Standard of Ukraine “Sources of centralized drinking water supply. Hygienic and ecological requirements to the water quality and rules of a choice” has been adopted and will enter into force in 2009. Also, a new State Standard for Ukraine has been developed (but not yet adopted), which is entitled:  “Drinking water: Requirements and quality control”. 

Ukraine has great difficulty in finding adequate financing sources for the construction and/or maintenance of water treatment facilities to meet the new standards.
Needs analysis

Long term solutions must be found for such problems as: 
· Unsatisfactory ecological state of surface water and groundwater sources of drinking water supply;
· Potential threat of incidents or outbreaks in some regions of Ukraine because of poor drinking water quality;
· Unsatisfactory technical state of aging drinking water supply and sewage systems; 

· Use of old technologies and equipment in drinking water supply and sewage systems;
· Immense power-consuming centralized drinking water supply and sewerage systems;
· Inadequate exploration of potential groundwater resources used for drinking water supply;
· Lack of investments and financial resources to develop, maintain and operate drinking water supply and sewerage systems;
· Water losses during transportation;
· Inadequate development of water supply and treatment infrastructure in the rural areas;

· Low level of public involvement due to inadequate information on drinking water quality.

II.
POTENTIAL POLICY PACKAGES 

The Roadmap spells out potential policy packages, covering the period November 2007 – October 2009. These potential policy packages are based on the outcome of the consultations in November 2007, core group meetings in 2008 and the first and second meetings of the Steering Group in April and October 2008. They serve as a point of reference for decision-making on the concrete tasks of the Steering Group. The policy packages are structured according to the logical framework of the IWRM process:
· Enabling environment (e.g. legislation, strategies, policies);
· Institutional framework;

· Management instruments; and 
· Crosscutting issues.

A.
Enabling environment

1.
Plan of implementation of national and/or local targets regarding sustainable water management, safe drinking water supply and adequate sanitation considering the impact of climate change

Rationale for policy packages
The Protocol on Water and Health to the 1992 UNECE Water Conventions requires Ukraine to set targets and target dates to prevent, control and reduce water-related diseases. These targets are both health-related as well as water-management related and should take into account the impact of climate change on the availability of water resources. 

Work to be undertaken

Work on the targets and target dates can be generally grouped as follow: (a) efficiency of systems for integrated management of water resources; (b) application of recognized good practice to the management of water supply; quality of waters used as sources for drinking water; quality of waters generally used for bathing; application of recognized good practice to the management of enclosed waters generally available for bathing; (c) application of recognized good practice to the management of sanitation; occurrence of discharges of untreated wastewater and untreated storm water overflows; quality of discharges of wastewater from wastewater treatment installations; (d) disposal or reuse of sewage sludge and the quality of wastewater used for irrigation purposes; (e) quality of waters generally used for aquaculture or for the production or harvesting of shellfish; (f) identification and remediation of particularly contaminated sites. Priorities will be set at the second Steering group meeting.
· Preparation of a background paper and preliminary draft plan of implementation by a local consultant;
· Examination of progress at the 1st and 2nd Steering Group meetings; 
· Policy package (draft plan of implementation) by 31 October 2008;
· Project proposal for financing a plan of implementation;
· Implementation of policy package (from November 2008 onwards according to specification in a revised Roadmap for 2008-2009).
Lead agency
Ministry for Environmental Protection and Ministry of Health in cooperation with the State Committee for Water Management and with the assistance of the Meeting of the Parties to the Protocol on Water and Health
Time schedule


November 2007 – October 2008 with follow up thereafter 
Implementation
The policy package was adopted at the first meeting of the Steering Group. The Deputy Minister for Environment of Ukraine presented in June 2008 the Plan of measures on sustainable water management, safe drinking water supply and adequate sanitation at the first meeting of the Ad Hoc Project Facilitation Mechanism (AHPFM) established under the Protocol on Water and Health to the 1992 Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes.

The delegation of Norway gratefully agreed to provide the necessary resources for the further implementation of this plan.

2.
Adaptation to climate change in water management
Rationale for policy packages

The policy discussion at the first and second Steering Group meeting showed the necessity of developing adaptation measures in water management, based on the experience laid down in the Guidelines on adaptation to climate change in water management, currently under elaboration under the work plan of the Water Convention, and applicable Directives, documents and white papers by the European Commission.
Work to be undertaken

Based on the five-point step approach to climate change adaptation (see chapter I, section B, and item 6) a draft set of recommendations will be drawn up, which will be further developed into a policy package, to be adopted by Government.

Lead agencies

State Committee for Water Management
Time schedule

A set of recommendations by mid-2009, followed by a policy package to be submitted for Governmental approval by end of 2009
B.
Institutional framework

At the moment, there are no direct activities related to the institutional framework; however, all the other programme elements will lead to proposals as to this framework.
C.
Management instruments

Rationale for policy packages

The disastrous summer floods in July 2008, particularly in the basins of Dniester, Dnieper, Prut and Tisza rivers revealed a number of activities that require policy packages in support of the day-to-day work of river basin management authorities. Examples include policy-relevant aspects of sustainable flood protection, including infrastructural and non-infrastructural measures.
Work to be undertaken

A best practice document (policy package) on sustainable flood protection in support of the day-to-day work of river basin management authorities will be drawn up. In the development of this policy package, due account will be taken of outcome of the discussion at the second Steering Group meeting (see annex I, session 2 and 3), developments under the existing and the ongoing negotiations on a new bilateral agreement between Moldova and Ukraine on the Dniester River, developments in transboundary cooperation on other rivers that Ukraine shares with its neighbours, as well as current activities under the Water Convention. 

The topic to be dealt with in the policy package will be specified at the third Steering Group meeting.

Lead agencies

State Committee of Ukraine for Water Management

Time schedule

May 2009 – December 2009, with follow-up thereafter
D.
Crosscutting issues: financing aspects related to the IWRM pillar of the national policy dialogue 
At the moment, there are no direct activities related to financing aspects; however, these will be discussed at Steering Group meetings in 2009 (based on experience with the implementation of the Governmental Order of 6 August 2008 and experience gained by the State Committee of Ukraine for Water Management regarding the reconstruction of the damaged flood protection infrastructure, including the construction and rehabilitation of protective dams and coastal defenses. 


Annex I
REPORT ON THE SECOND MEETING OF THE HIGH-LEVEL STEERING GROUP ON NPD-IWRM IN UKRAINE

The second meeting of the Steering Group (SG) took place on 8 October 2008; it was followed by consultations of the UNECE project manager with senior officials in the State Water Committee.

Session 1: Recent developments under the NPD-IWRM process
  

The SG took note of the preliminary plan of conducting NPD in EECCA up to 2012; particularly that at least three more meetings are scheduled up to autumn 2010 in Ukraine. 

The SG strongly supported the proposal by UNECE that the foreseen high-level inter-agency meetings on the “Plan of implementation of sustainable water management, safe drinking water and sanitation”, a project financially supported by Norway, with in-kind contributions by Israel) should be held under the auspices of the existing Steering Group. This is due to the fact that the existing SG was responsible for drawing up and approving this plan; consequently it should remain responsible for its implementation. 

The SG further recommended that when setting targets and target dates under the above implementation plan due account should be given to floods events as a source of water-related diseases.

Session 2: Links between sustainable flood management and the NPD-IWRM process     

The SG noted with appreciation that the Government of Ukraine has recently adopted a set of concerted action (including a considerable budget) related to the rehabilitation of infrastructure that suffered from the July 2008 floods in the Tisza, Siret, Prut and Dniester basins,. 

The SG also noted that sustainable flood management relies both on structural and non-structural measures and that latter should be included in the forthcoming drawing up of a governmental programme on floods. The SG recognized its role of providing further advice to the State Water Committee and the Environment Ministry. At the same time, the SG insisted that the Ministry of Health should be involved.

The SG examined a number of policy issues that should be addressed in the governmental programme. These include the need for good governance at the provincial and local levels, enforcement of existing regulations, inclusion of preventive flood protection measures, compliance with urban construction codes and land use planning tools (location of buildings and facilities), the need for flood regulations in the upper part of rivers, proper routing of flood information to local populations, and coordinated approaches in a transboundary context (e.g. cooperation with Romania and the Republic of Moldova).

The SG strongly suggested using River Basin Councils as the proper forum for action in river basins. It also highlighted the need for better education particularly of the younger generation.

The SG also noted the twinning of activities on NPD-IWRM with the current Tacis project on Good Water Governance in Western EECCA and encouraged UNECE to continue with jointly agreed measures.

Session 3: Recent EU and UNECE instruments and their use for the policy dialogue process

The SG noted the experience of Romania on sustainable flood management and encouraged the State Water Committee (which is responsible for cooperation with Romania) to include in the annual work programme flood management issues. It also noted the requirements of the 2007 flood directive related to flood risk management in transboundary river basins.

The SG noted that flood management at the local level requires innovative approaches to financing and noted earlier work by UNECE on “payment schemes for ecosystem services”. The SG noted with regret that a recent project proposal by the State Water Committee for financing through GEF was not approved. It requested UNECE to render its assistance as appropriate for re-submission of the project proposal as recommended by GEF.

The SG noted the progress achieved in drawing up of a draft governmental regulation on adaptation to climate change in the water sector, based on the five points for action adopted at the first SG meeting. As the activity builds on and further develops the national component of the draft guidelines developed under the auspices of the Meeting of the Parties to the Water Convention, the SG noted the challenge of finalizing work on the governmental regulation prior to the fifth meeting of the Parties to the Convention (Geneva, November 2009).

Summary of achievements in 2008 (until October)

· Policy package “Plan of implementation of sustainable water management, safe drinking water and sanitation” drawn up and adopted at 1st SG meeting. Implementation will be financially supported by the Government of Norway with in-kind contributions by the Government of Israel;

· Work progressed on a draft policy package “Governmental regulation on climate change adaptation in the water sector” scheduled for finalization in 2009;

· Preliminary agreement reached on flood management issues that should become part of the above policy package; the SG is also considering developing a separate policy package on this subject matter in the course of 2009.


Next meetings

The next meeting of the core group was scheduled for February 2009; there will be at least two SG meetings in 2009 and one in 2010.
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Annex II
	Work plan November 2007 - October 2009 based on priority selections of policy packages


	Activity under the NPD
	Timing of Steering Group (SG) activity or meeting dates
	Responsibility of the Chairman of the Steering Group and/or UNECE 


	Responsibility of EU countries and EUWI partners


	Outputs

	Roadmap with agreed objectives, schedules and distribution of tasks covering the period until December 2009
	November 2007 – August 2008
	UNECE in consultation with representatives of the State Committee for Water Management, Ukraine, and other stakeholders


	Take note of developments 

Advise on themes for the work plan

Agree on inputs from EU countries in the implementation phase
	Document adopted by Steering Committee at its meeting in October 2008


	Revised roadmap covering the period from December 2009 onwards

	To be specified in late 2009 on the condition that a new contribution agreement between the European Commission and the strategic partners for the EECCA countries (OECD and UNECE) will cover the necessary human and financial resources for the NPD-IWRM in Ukraine


	Policy packages  

	National and/or local targets on sustainable water management, safe drinking water and adequate sanitation 
	November 2007 – October 2008 with follow-up thereafter
	Prepare draft plan with the help of local consultants and in consultation with UNECE, WHO/EURO, OSCE and competent NGOs; 
Examine plan at SG meetings
	Take note of developments, advise on best practice
	Plan of implementation adopted by SG and submitted for financing to the Ad Hoc Project Facilitation Mechanism (AHPFM) established under the Protocol on Water and Health
Policy package adopted at first Steering group meeting. Financial assistance will be provided by Norway and Israel will provide in-kind support



	Adaptation to climate change in water management
	November 2008 – December 2009
	Prepare with the help of local consultants a set of measures to contribute to the strengthening of the legal, institutional and managerial frameworks so that water management authorities, river basin organizations and other water-related entities can increasingly cope with the new responsibilities related to the adaptation to climate change in water management; and (b) to develop reform and adaptation measures

	Take note of developments, advise on best practice
	Draft recommended practices’ document by mid-2009

Draft policy package for submission – by end of 2009 – for Governmental approval

	Sustainable flood prevention
	November 2008 – December 2009
	Prepare with the help of local consultants a best practice document (policy package) on sustainable flood protection in support of the day-to-day work of river basin management authorities
	Take note of developments, advise on best practice
	Draft recommended practices’ document by end of  2009



	Meetings under the National Policy Dialogue


	Consultations with the Ukrainian State Committee for Water Management, Ministry for Environment and other main stakeholders on the forthcoming National Policy Dialogue on IWRM 

	26-27 November 2007
	
	Take note of developments, advise on best practice
	Preliminary agreement on specific objectives of the National Policy Dialogue on IWRM 


	Meeting of the core group 


	6-7 February 2008
	Preparations for the 1st SG meeting; 
Drafting of a “Common Understanding”
	Take note of developments, advise on best practice
	Draft meeting agenda;

Preliminary “Common Understanding”;
Agreement on inputs by OSCE and GWP/Ukraine



	1st Meeting of the Steering Group including thematic seminar on adaptation to climate change in the water sector

	25 April 2008

	Preparation of meeting documents with the assistance of local consultants
	Participation of EUWI Technical Secretariat and/or Chair of EUWI EECCA WG
	Approved work plan (according to the present document) until October 2008;
Approved “Common Understanding” (as part of the minutes on the meeting)

Adopted policy package “Plan of implementation of sustainable water management, safe drink water and adequate sanitation



	Meeting of core group 
	26 April 2008 in conjunction with SG meeting
	UNECE secretariat to assist core group
	n.a.
	Work sharing arrangements to finalize Roadmap

	Meeting of core group 
	10-11 September 2008
	UNECE secretariat to assist core group
	n.a.
	Preparatory work for 2nd SG meeting finalized

	2nd Meeting of the Steering Group including thematic seminar on adaptation to climate change in the water sector


	October 2008
	Preparation of meeting documents (including preliminary draft policy packages) with the assistance of local consultants
	Participation of EUWI Technical Secretariat and/or Chair of EUWI EECCA WG
	Agreement on detailed themes for further work on policy package “climate change adaptation”
Agreed potential topics for policy package “flood management”

Agreed inputs to the final report of UNECE to the European Commission



	Meeting of core group
	Early  2009
	To be specified in early 2009 on the condition that a new contribution agreement between the European Commission and the strategic partners for the EECCA countries (OECD and UNECE) will cover the necessary human and financial resources for the NPD-IWRM in Ukraine

	3rd Meeting of the Steering Group including thematic seminar


	April 2009
	

	Meeting of the core group 
	Dates to be specified in early 2009
	

	4th Meeting of the Steering Group including thematic seminar


	October 2009
	

	Meeting of the core group 
	Dates to be specified in early 2009
	











� The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations regards water as a severe constraint on socio-economic development and environmental protection at levels of internal renewable water availability of less than 1,000 m3/capita. At levels of water availability of less than 2000 m3/capita, water is regarded as a potentially serious constraint and a major problem in drought years. (see, for example, http://www.africanwater.org/drought_water_scarcity.htm)








� Awareness-raising, stakeholder information and consultation, and capacity-building as cross cutting issues; Financing aspects related to the IWRM pillar of the National Policy Dialogue as cross cutting issues.





� See article 6 and others of the Protocol on Water and Health: Policy packages will mainly be developed under the auspices of the Ministry for Environmental protection and the Ministry of Health. The State Committee for Water Management will contribute with water-management related targets and target dates.
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